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Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council (PRNC) 
Sustainability Committee Meeting 

Tuesday, August 1, 2017 
Los Angeles Porter Ranch Branch Library 

11371 Tampa Avenue 
Porter Ranch, CA  

7:00 pm 
  

Sustainability Committee Meeting Minutes 
 

Item #1 --Meeting called to order by Co-Chair Susan Gorman-Chang at 7:07pm.  
 
Item #2 –Welcome & Introductions   
We welcomed  Leeor Alpern, from SCAQMD, who joined us for the meeting. 
 
Item #3 --Roll Call  
Present were Susan Gorman-Chang, Co-Chair Sustainability, Jason Hector, Committee Member, and  
Lane Semper Committee Member  and absent was David Balen. We have quorum.  
 
Item #4 Comments from the Chairs 
We are meeting here again in public library this month, since no room was available for us at Porter 
Ranch Community School during their summer break.   
 
Item #5 – Approval of June 6, 2017 Minutes 
Lane made a motion to approve the  June 6, 2017 Sustainability Committee Minutes and Jason 
seconded the motion.  Motion was approved unanimously as follows. 
 
Yes 
 

Susan Gorman-Chang, Jason Hector, Lane Semper 

No 
 

None 

Abstain 
 

None 

 
 
Item #6 – Leaf Blower: Report out from Neighborhood Council Sustainability Alliance (NCSA) Working Group 
Susan gave a brief update on what the NCSA Working Group has found, including the fact that LAMC 112.04 
(Attachment 1) is a law on the books but LAPD is not enforcing this law. LAMC 112.04  makes it illegal to 
operate a gas powered leaf blower within 500 feet of a residence, subject to a $100 fine for the landscaper and 
$100 fine to the person who hired the landscaper.   Susan reiterated that gas powered leaf blowers are very 
polluting, and according to an article (Attachment 2), “by 2020 leaf blowers and other small gas engines will 
create more ozone pollution than all of the passenger cars in the state.”  In addition, “Exhaust pollution per leaf 
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blower per hour is the equivalent of the amount of smog from 17 cars driven one hour and is localized in the 
area of blower usage.” (See Attachment 3)  Benzene and other carcinogens are emitted by gas powered leaf 
blowers, and wearing a mask does NOT filter out these carcinogens. The person operating the gas powered leaf 
blower is damaging their health, as is anyone in the vicinity who breaths the pollutants emitted from them. In 
addition, blowers shoot other particles into the air such as insecticides, feces, fertilizers, and anything that 
happens to be on the ground where they are used and furthermore they dry out the soil.  
 
Leeor, from SCAQMD, shared flyers with us for the SCAQMD Gas Leaf Blower Exchange Program and Susan said 
she would bring these to our PRNC Board Meeting next week and share them with the public. Leeor reminded 
us that the program is for commercial landscapers and Jason pointed out that this fact is in very small print on 
the flyer and he is not too sure that people would catch that easily. Leeor also emphasized that anyone wanting 
to exchange their gas powered blower for a battery powered one must register ahead of time before the 
exchange date/location mentioned on the flyer.  
 
We brainstormed for ideas on how to make the gas leaf blower exchange easier for the public, and Lane 
suggested asking LADWP to put an insert in each bill advertising the exchange. Jason suggested getting retailers 
involved in the exchange program, whereby a landscaper could go to a retailer and exchange his gas leaf blower 
for a battery one at the retail location itself rather than having to go to a designated location on a designated 
day. 
 
We discussed possibility of meeting with HOAs and asking them to ensure their landscapers use only battery 
powered leaf blowers.  
 
Leeor also gave us information and a flyer on the gas lawn mower exchange program and that exchange is for 
anyone and is not limited to commercial landscapers. That program is also year round and is a rebate program. 
(See Attachment 4)   
 
  
Item # 7 – Calendar for PRNC Retreat: Earth Day in April & Net Zero Porter Ranch in February 
During the Retreat we will, as an entire PRNC Board, schedule out events and town halls that we know of ahead 
of time for the remainder of the fiscal year. This helps us budget, plan and promote these events better.  
 
We decided Porter Ranch Clean Up and Earth Day Celebration should be on a different weekend than the 
official, national Earth Day, so people can attend other city events on the actual Earth Day.  
 
Net Zero Porter Ranch is a Town Hall we envision where Lauren Faber-O’Conner can give our entire community 
the Net Zero Porter Ranch presentation that she gave Sustainability Committee in December 2016.  Such a Town 
Hall would be a good venue for residents to discuss what each of us can do to move towards Net Zero Porter 
Ranch. Net Zero refers to a community which creates, through solar and other renewable energy sources, as 
much energy as it utilizes.  This is an exciting concept and per Lauren, Porter Ranch has more than enough roofs 
to become Net Zero using solar energy alone! 
 
 Item #8 – Sustainability Committee: Nominations for awards given by others? 
 
Susan spoke to our DONE liaison, and while our Committee and PRNC cannot ourselves give out an award, we 
can nominate individuals for awards given/sponsored by others.  For example SCAQMD gives out a Clean Air 
Award in July and the County of Los Angeles gives out a Green Leadership Award in April.  Leeor, SCAQMD, 
offered that the Clean Air Award categories are as follows:  



 
 
 

 

3 

 

 Innovative Clean Air Technology  

 Model Community Achievement 

 Clean Air Education & Outreach 

 Business Leadership in Air Quality 

 Youth Leadership in Air Quality 

Leeor stated an example of an award would be one given to a company such as TIG/m which manufacturers 
electric trolley cars.  
 
We will keep these awards in mind and place the nomination due dates on our calendar for the remainder of 
this fiscal year. 
  
Item #9 –General Public Comments 
None 
 
Item #10- Committee Member Comments 
 
Lane reminded everyone of the upcoming premier of  An Inconvenient Sequel: Truth to Power which will be 
showing in many theaters in Los Angeles. Lane went to a showing in West Los Angeles followed by an interview 
and Q & A  with Al Gore.  
 
 
Item # 11- Motion to Adjourn 
Meeting was adjourned at 7:57 pm. 
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By David Gorn February 13, 2017 

Share  

They may look pretty innocuous — those leaf blowers, hedge trimmers and gas 

mowers wielded by a small army of gardening crews across the state. 

Yes, really, there will be more pollution from gas-powered gardening equipment 

than from cars. 

They’re not. 

According to state air quality officials, those machines are some of the biggest 

polluters in California. In fact, by 2020, leaf blowers and other small gas engines 

will create more ozone pollution than all of the passenger cars in the state. 

Yes, really, there will be more pollution from gas-powered gardening equipment 

than from cars, confirms Michael Benjamin, division chief at the California Air 

Resources Board. 

“We expect that ozone-contributing pollutants from small off-road engines will 

exceed those same emissions from cars around the 2020 time frame,” says 

Benjamin. 

There’s a reason for that: Regulations on car exhaust have gotten tighter and tighter 

over the years, substantially reducing their ozone-damaging emissions. At the same 

time, while there have been some controls on the smaller gas engines, there haven’t 

been enough, says Benjamin. 

Pollutants from all of those hedge trimmers and gas chainsaws across the state add 

up. 

“There are about 16 million pieces of small off-road equipment in California. That 

compares to a vehicle population of about 18 million statewide,” he says. 

So the state is planning some sweeping changes to fix that. The California Air 

Resources Board just proposed a new rule change—to lower emissions from small 

gas engines by 85 percent within a decade, starting in 2020. 

  

https://ww2.kqed.org/news/author/dgorn/
https://ww2.kqed.org/news/2017/02/13/more-pollution-than-cars-gas-powered-gardening-equipment-poses-the-next-air-quality-threat/
https://www.arb.ca.gov/homepage.htm
https://www.arb.ca.gov/homepage.htm
https://www.arb.ca.gov/msprog/offroad/sore/sore.htm
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That will affect landscaping and gardening crews across the state. Noe Bautista of 

Los Angeles has been on the front line of that pollution most of his life. He has 

worked on a gardening crew for decades—inhaling the formaldehyde, benzene and 

particulate matter in the equipment fumes, and enduring up to 100 decibels of 

noise and constant machine vibration all day, six days per week. 

“It’s pretty bad,” says Bautista. “You have to be smelling that smoke all the time, 

and it can cause you a lot of health problems, allergies and getting sick all the 

time.” 

Now he runs Bautista’s Landscaping in western L.A., so he doesn’t run the gear 

himself anymore, but he sees his workers facing the same hazards every day. 

“You can feel it right away,” he says. “You have a headache right away with all 

that smoke.” 

Bautista is determined that his workers won’t endure the same health problems 

he’s had. Cal/OSHA does have workplace safety guidelines in place and that helps, 

he says. But on many small gardening crews, most of the young workers either 

don’t know they should be wearing face masks or earplugs, or they refuse to wear 

them. 

That’s why Bautista agreed to work with a nonprofit based in Santa Monica called 

American Green Zone Alliance (AGZA), which is trying to get these crews to 

switch to electric machinery. 

Dan Mabe heads the AGZA group. At an expansive backyard in western Los 

Angeles, he has spread out a wide lawnful of equipment for Bautista’s workers to 

test. Once they try out the green machinery — which has less vibration, less noise 

and no fumes — they’re hooked, says Mabe. 

And breakthroughs in technology have given the electric equipment additional 

power with longer battery life, so it makes sense financially to switch, too, he says. 

Dan Mabe and Noe Bautista talk about replacing his crew’s gas-powered 

equipment with electric versions. (David Gorn/KQED) 

Mabe has worked these gardening crews himself — “since I was 7 years old” — 

and has the health scares and breathing problems to prove it. Mabe’s crusade to 

trade in gas for electric machinery is based on a desire to improve air quality and 

http://www.dir.ca.gov/dosh/
https://www.agza.net/
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workers’ health. But there’s another motivation for him. Many gardening crews 

across California are Latino, he says, and that takes the discussion to another level. 

“You can call it environmental justice. It’s a demographic that isn’t really being 

addressed.” 

Of course, cost will be the sticking point. Many small crews could have trouble 

affording an upgrade to cleaner equipment. 

That’s why the air quality board is putting $200,000 as seed money toward an 

incentive program to help landscape crews upgrade their gas equipment or convert 

to electric gear. 

But according to Sandra Giarde, executive director of the California Landscape 

Contractors Association, those incentive programs usually fall woefully short of 

actual replacement cost. 

And, she adds, the association is worried that manufacturers could pass on costs 

from new air quality requirements, in the form of higher prices. 

Bautista, for one, is ponying up the cash now and making the switch. 

Not only for health reasons, and not only to get ahead of impending new 

regulations. He says the economics are actually in his favor. With huge recent 

improvements in battery life and power, he hopes in the long run he’s going to 

save a little money. 

More Pollution Than Cars? Gas-Powered Gardening Equipment Poses the Next 

Air Quality Threat 10 May,2017David Gorn 

Explore: Environment, News, Science, CARB, gardening, greenhouse emissions, 

leaf blowers 

http://www.clca.org/
http://www.clca.org/
https://ww2.kqed.org/news/category/environment/
https://ww2.kqed.org/news/category/news/
https://ww2.kqed.org/news/category/science/
https://ww2.kqed.org/news/tag/carb/
https://ww2.kqed.org/news/tag/gardening/
https://ww2.kqed.org/news/tag/greenhouse-emissions/
https://ww2.kqed.org/news/tag/leaf-blowers/
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